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trenched theocracy, of a complicated government with a
hierarchy of officials sapping its strength, has become
almost overnight a republic, governed by one all-powerful
assembly. Constantinople and the Sultan have been
thrust aside and Angora and the National Assembly have
taken their place. A great experiment in nationalism
and in democracy is being tried out.
The break from the old regime started with a revolu-
tionary movement under a military leader who had been
deprived of his command by the Constantinople Govern-
ment. Mustafa Kemal Pasha, the head of a strong
nationalist party, had labored for some time in vain to
build up such a party in the Imperial Government. Hav-
ing fled to Asia Minor, he stirred up the nationalist move-
ment there and in 1919 founded the Angora or Turkish
Nationalist State, as a result of the pacts made by con-
gresses of Turkish revolutionary nationals at Erzerum,
and Sivas under his presidency. The Greek occupation
of Smyrna on May 15, 1919, a dramatic and most ill-
considered event from the point of view of the Allies,
threw all of Asia Minor into the hands of Kemal and
welded together the nationalist movement, as perhaps no
other event could have done. On April 11, 1920, the
Constantinople Parliament was dissolved, and has not
met again.
oil April 23, 1920, the Grand National Assembly met
at Angora for the sole purpose of stating their adherence
to the "National Pact." This remarkable document of
sis articles might in a way be called the "Turkish Dec-
laration of Independence of Foreign Control." It admits
the loss of all the southern regions of the Ottoman Em-
pire but demands complete independence without finan-
cial and military control for Turkey in a territory which
should include the whole of Asia Minor, Constantinople
and part of Thrace. The sixth article of the pact
states:—

